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Recognition 
The Board recognized the Maple West Elementary PTA and the Heim Middle PTSA for being named National PTA Schools of Excellence. Only 278 
schools across the country earned this two-year designation in 2018. In addition, Maple West won the Phoebe Apperson Hearst Outstanding 
Family-School Partnership Award, the highest honor bestowed by the National PTA.  

 

Board President Shawn Lemay and 
Superintendent Dr. Scott Martzoff  
pose for photos with, left, Heim 
Middle PTA Co-President Laura Brann 
and Principal Jeff Jachlewski; right, 
Maple West Principal Dr. Charles 
Galluzzo, Immediate Past President 
Sarah Smith-Ronan, and 2018-19 PTA 
Co-President Melissa Zeitz. 

Board Acknowledgements: On behalf of the Board, President Shawn Lemay congratulated Assistant Superintendent Dr. Anna Cieri on a 
‘well-deserved’ retirement, saying she has made a significant impact on the district during her long career in Williamsville. “We will 
severely miss you here at our table on a monthly basis and the overall presence that the district will miss with your departure,” he said.  

Public Expression (No Speakers) 

Items of Business & Discussion 
• Under the President’s Report, Board members shared reports on their attendance at recent regional and state school board

association meetings including an Education 2030 Summit with NYS Education Commissioner Mary Ellen Elia held September 12 at
Buffalo State College. The Board also approved a letter to Gov. Cuomo expressing support for the Increase to Salary Cap Bill, which
calls for increasing the cap on BOCES District Superintendent salaries. The current cap has been in place for 15 years. Also,
 Announced the Board’s first Community Forum at 9 a.m. on Saturday, November 17 at Williamsville South High School.
 Reviewed and adopted planned activities and progress indicators supporting the 2018-19 Board goals.

• Under the Superintendent’s Community Update, Dr. Martzloff thanked Dr. Cieri for her years of service to the district and her
“complete and utter dedication” to the students and families of the school district.  He also acknowledged school administrators,
faculty and staff for the work and planning they did to assure a great start to the school year.

• Brian Swatland was appointed the new principal at Williamsville East High School. Mr. Swatland has been at
Williamsville North for the past 17 years where he was a Physical Education Teacher and coach for 13 years before
becoming an assistant principal in 2015.  “I cannot tell you how excited I am to begin to be a part of the culture
of excellence that exists at East High School,” Mr. Swatland said. He thanked the Board and the district Leadership 
Team for his appointment. “Mr. Swatland has done a tremendous job as an assistant principal at North and
certainly he is going to be a true credit to East High School as he assumes the principal responsibilities there,”
said Dr. Martzloff.
Mr. Swatland replaces Anthony Scanzuso who was named Assistant Superintendent for Exceptional Education 
and Student Services replacing Dr. Cieri who is retiring.  

• Dr. Marie Balen presented the 2018 Summer School Report. She began by acknowledging the summer school principals for their
leadership in overseeing the programs – Andre Thomas, high school; and Corey Gray, elementary and middle school. In summary,
1,766 students participated in the district’s summer school programs, as follows: high school program – 651; ES/MS program – 354;
ENL Summer Academy – 160; Summer Music Program – 472; HS Career Exploration Internship Program – 54; Special Education
Summer School Programs - 75.

• Mental Health Education Literacy in Schools – Dr. Cieri, together with Dr. Balen and Christopher Mucica, Instructional Specialist for
Health, PE and Athletics, provided a detailed presentation on the new State Education regulations requiring mental health education
for students. The state’s framework for mental health education instruction addresses physical education, health education, nutrition, 
and social emotional learning (SEL). Mr. Mucica reviewed topics currently covered in middle and high school health instruction, and



reported on where increased emphasis will be placed moving forward including, but not limited to, learning from challenges; feelings 
and emotions; communication skills; empathy, compassion, acceptance and gratitude; when and how to seek help. (Note: The Mental 
Health Education presentation is available on the district website.) 

• In other business, the Board: 
 Appointed 2018-19 DASA (Dignity for All Students Act) district and building coordinators.  
 Appointed the lead evaluators for conducting and completing Annual Professional Performance Reviews (APPR) for teacher and 

principal evaluation as required by state education law.  
 Adopted revised policy #7131-Education of Students in Temporary Housing, and conducted first readings on two new policies as 

follows: #7135 – Education of Students in Foster Care; and #7522 – Head Injury (MTBI) Concussion Management. The new policies 
are expected to be adopted at the October board meeting.  

 Reviewed the 2018-19 District Goals implementation plans. 
 Authorized lease agreements with Amherst Youth Basketball and the Chinese Club of WNY. 
 Approved changes to district-level annual appointments necessitated by the retirement of Assistant Superintendent Dr. Anna 

Cieri, replacing her with Mr. Anthony Scanzuso who assumed the leadership post Sept. 24. 
 Extended the service contract for the district’s Universal Pre-Kindergarten (UPK) consultant and approved district legal counsel 

for 2018-19.  
 Learned about the Medicaid Compliance Program from the district’s Medicaid Compliance Officers, Assistant Superintendents 

Anna Cieri and Thomas Maturski. (Note: The Medicaid Compliance presentation is available on the district website.)  

• Facilities – Dr. Martzloff shared information regarding pool usage and swim programming at Heim Middle and Mill Middle schools. 
Based on feedback collected from stakeholders and meetings held with teachers and administrators, the district will not recommend 
closing the two pools. The district previously had considered looking at other uses for the pool space at the two schools including the 
possibility of repurposing the pool space as part of the upcoming 2018 capital improvement project.  “It is not our intention when we 
put forth our capital project presentation to ask the Board for permission to close the Heim Middle and Mill middle pools,” Dr. 
Martzloff said. 

• Committee of the Whole – Mrs. VanSice asked about extending the open enrollment deadline and changing the district’s 
requirements for Driver Education in regards to missed classes. Dr. Martzloff reported that both issues already were being addressed. 
The open enrollment deadline would be changed from February 1st to June 1st and, moving forward, the district’s Driver Education 
program will allow two make-up classes.  Mrs. Bieger inquired about possible changes to the district’s LOTE curriculum and the 
possibility of adding a foreign language. Dr. Balen reported that the district is continuing to collect research and benchmarking 
information, which includes surveying parents, teachers and students. Survey results and recommendations will be presented to the 
Board in the near future.  

Public Expression (No Speakers) 

This Board of Education meeting will be televised on Spectrum/LCTV Ch. 1302 Saturday, September 29 at 7 p.m. and Sunday, September 30 at 1 p.m. 
Also, the meeting video is available for viewing anytime at www.williamsvillek12.org and on YouTube @ Williamsville Central School District. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS (District Office Boardroom): 
October 23, 2018, 7 p.m. 
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